IVIG in the treatment of children with acute and chronic idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura and the autoimmune cytopenias.
IVIG has been shown to be useful in the treatment of acute and chronic ITP, immune neutropenia, and in some cases of AIHA. The mechanism of action of IVIG is owing to a number of factors, which include Fc blockade, immune modulation of T- and B-cell number and function, alterations in NK activity, and direct effects on autoantibody binding and production via the antiidiotypic antibody network. Current research efforts are directed toward elucidation of these modalities and determination of their relative importance in treating patients with immune-mediated cytopenias.